Viral diseases in commercially exploited crabs: a review.
Viruses and viral diseases of crabs were observed and investigated earlier than the first observation of viruses in shrimp. In fact, crabs were used as biological models to investigate crustacean virology at the beginning of shrimp aquaculture development. More than 30 viruses have been reported in crabs, including those related to the known virus families Reoviridae, Bunyaviridae, Roniviridae and a group of Bacilliform enveloped nuclear viruses. This review reports data on several important viral diseases of crabs, particularly those associated with pathology of organs and tissues of commercially and ecologically significant host species.